
 
Essex Park and Recreation 
Meeting Minutes for June 7th, 2006 

 
Present:  Don Mesite, Jim Carey, Charmagne Eckart, Jim Rawn, Michael Holmes Jack 

Lima, Cissy Brown, Maria Warnagiris 
 
Absent:  Rick Weiner, Edward Burleson 
 
Call to Order  
 

Chairperson Don Mesite called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.   A motion was 
made by James Carey to approve the minutes of the last Commission meeting for 
June 7th, 2006; motion was seconded by Cecilia Brown, seconded by James Carey.  
Acceptance was unanimous. 
 

Grove Street Park Tennis Court Lights 
  

Letter was submitted by Walter and Regina Wiegert requesting a change in the shut 
off times for the Grove Street Park Tennis Court.  Their request covered a few main 
issues regarding:   

 Lights are supposed to go off at 10:00 PM, but due to a recent power 
failure, they did not.  They feel that the timer needs to be more 
diligently looked after to make sure the correct time is set. 

 Due to the upswing in usage of the Tennis Courts late at night, the 
noise level is rising to what they referred to as “an unacceptable 
level” 

 They feel that 10:00pm is unreasonable because it is a neighborhood 
and residentially zoned. 

 Their request was that the time frame be moved up to 9:00pm as the 
new shut off time. 

 They were concerned and questioned whether they were even Essex 
residents that were the ones using the tennis courts. 

 
Cecilia Brown reported that, historically, the lights were not working and around 
1990, several residents requested that the lights be replaced so that there would be 
night usage available again.  She also informed the Commission and the Residents 
present at the meeting that the lights that were put in are standard tennis court lights.  
During those meetings, the time was set at 10:00pm.  Don Mesite restated that the 
long standing policy for the tennis courts was that the shut off time was at 10:00pm.   
 
The Wiegert family questioned the change that took place in Main Street Park.  As 
the needs changed in Main Street Park, the changes were addressed.  They feel that 
the problems are arising in this park due to the upswing in usage and they feel the 
growing problem here needs to be addressed. 
 
Don Mesite stated that we need to serve the community that we address and the 
issue is clear.  He addressed the commission and asked if anyone was interested in 
making a motion to open discussion regarding a potential change to the long 
standing 10pm curfew. 
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Jim Carey asked for clarification of their location according to the courts. 
 
Regina Wiegert expressed that they feel that access to their own home is restricted 
due to the noise and lights. 
 
Don Mesite again requested if there was a motion on the table.  There was no 
motion made from the Commission.  Don Mesite noted that there was no one to 
make a motion so we regret that we cannot change the time.  It has been addressed, 
and the prior ruling of 10:00pm stands. 
 
There were additional statements from the Wiegert’s regarding their concerns about 
their health and well being and it was answered that the Commission is unable to 
accommodate their request to change the time. 
 

Benches in Main Street Park 
 

Letter from Essex Gardener’s regarding the Granite Memorial Bench in memory of 
Ernie Cook.  They are concerned and wanted clarification to the October 2005 
meeting regarding design choices for the Main Street Park.  Don Mesite pointed out 
that we look to the Essex Gardener’s for their guidance in the Essex Main Street 
Park.  The Commission looks at this as a great opportunity to add something nice to 
the park.  We feel it is inappropriate for us to make a decision regarding the granite 
vs. teak without both parties being present.  Jim Rawn agreed that the October 2005 
meeting minutes didn’t properly reflect the discussion.  He feels that there are 
appropriate larger teak curved benches that could be considered. 
 
Don Mesite felt that wasn’t the issue.  Jim Carey pointed out that we asked the 
Memorial Bench group to talk with the Essex Gardeners regarding the bench.  
Cecilia Brown asked whether there was a place that a granite bench could be 
accommodated.  Deb Barnes, Essex Garden Club, was worried about having a 
hodge-podge of things in the park.  Nancy Hudson, Essex Garden Club, asked what 
the next step needs to be. 
 
Don Mesite said that the Commission feels unanimously that a bench should be in 
the park in memory of Gen. Ernie Cook and that regarding the design direction; the 
Essex Garden Club needs to discuss this with Lee Rowley, head of the Memorial 
Bench Fund.  We value the Essex Garden Club’s input and the Commission reviews 
every request with how it will impact the parks.  If a compromise cannot be made 
between the Gardener’s and the Memorial Bench group, then both parties are 
welcome to come back, but a decision will not be made without both parties being 
present.  The Commission is hopeful that the Essex Gardeners and the Memorial 
Bench Committee will be able to reach a compromise regarding the material to be 
used for the bench without the need for the Commission to intervene. 
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Viney Hill Brook Park 
 

Jim Rawn informed the Commission of the decision for the Viney Hill Brook Park 
Subcommittee to end, effective July 1st, 2006.  He proposed to the Commission that 
a stewardship or advisory group be set up for this park to help maintain the 
momentum of this committee working forward. 
 
Dennis Robida both wrote the grant to save the park committee large sums of funds 
and would create an important link from the past committee to the future advisors.  
Jim Rawn requested a motion on the table that we create an advisory group and elect 
Dennis Robida to chair the committee.  Dennis will in the future work directly with 
Maria to help facilitate the needs of the park. 
 
Don Mesite asked Dennis whether he would be willing to serve in this capacity, as a 
chairperson of an advisory group.  Dennis agreed.  Don Mesite restated the motion: 
There is a motion on the table to create a Viney Hill Brook Park Advisory 
Committee lead by Dennis Robida.  Jim Rawn motioned, Cecilia Brown seconded 
the motion.  The Commission unanimously agreed to accept the motion. 
 
Committee will be structured to proper content, amount of people, and it was asked 
of the Commission to help Dennis with the organization.  Maria was asked if she will 
help facilitate the process.  Maria agreed. 
 
Dick Ryback, working with David Caroline, Public Works, informed us that the path 
to the beach is being replaced with hard top going from the parking lot down to the 
beach with a 4-5 foot turning area on the bottom.  Subcommittee is paying for the 
materials with a donation of labor. 
 
Monies left over after closing the Capital Account will be $300.  $8200 in monies 
raised by small donations will carry forward.  After the expenses of the walking path 
down to the beach, there will be approximately $7400 available that we will look to 
the advisory committee to give advice to us of the needs of the park.  The 
Commission agreed that they will keep the money earmarked to either put in a 
pavilion or grills, etc.   
 
Letter submitted from Stuart Colby regarding the partying that is going on at Viney 
Hill Brook Park at night.  He requested that a chain be put on the upper parking lot 
at night when the park is closed so that it is unavailable for parking. Presently, we are 
monitoring the parks with the constables and will review the updated actions of the 
police due to the summer upswing in late night activity.   

 
Baseball Pickup Games 

There was a letter submitted by Clay Eppard requesting the use of the Comstock Ball 
Field for parents to get together with their kids and play pickup games.   It was 
unanimously agreed by the Commission that they should be allowed to use the parks 
and we will set aside the times on Saturday mornings for them to utilize the fields. 
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Fourth of July Parade and Picnic 
Maria Warnagiris updated the Commission on the activities for the Fourth of July 
parade, including people who are going to march, usage of the parks, what is going 
to be offered.  It was pointed out that we are keeping it simple, encouraging families 
to bring their own games and picnic foods, etc. The Commission will be providing 
lemonade, ice water, and some sort of treat as a bonus for picnickers. 
 

Comstock Field 
We need to update the signage on the fields because people are still bringing their 
dogs on the fields.  We must make sure that the signs on the back of the park reflect 
the rules at the front of the park.  Maria will work on consistency of signs and make 
sure there is new signage at the parks. 
 

Director’s Report  
STEAP grant was released, issuing $35,000 towards work on the back end of Main 
Street Park.  Maria will ask David Caroline for guidance, Jim Rawn knows someone 
who will also donate some time to help the planning get underway. 
 
Gas Powered Boats – There was a request from residents regarding using gas 
powered remote control boats at Sunset Pond or Clark’s Pond.  There is no policy 
one way or the other, but we would like to ask them to use restraint and follow all 
safety guidelines. 
 
Cecilia Brown readdressed the Grove Street Tennis Courts light situation by asking 
that we put into place a plan for better coverage, including weekly or periodic checks, 
especially after power outages or storms to make sure that the timer is always in 
working order.  Maria is going to work with the Maintenance Crew from Town Hall 
to set up a schedule to maintain the timer for the lights. 

 
We need to have someone blow the leaves and debris off of the courts as soon as 
possible.   

 
There was a question as to whether we are responsible or the Essex Elementary 
School is responsible for the backboards of the basketball hoops in the parking lot 
by the tennis courts at the Essex Elementary School, as well, whose responsibility it 
was to clean the hoop areas.  Maria will contact Tom Fitzgerald at the school and 
discuss the matter with him. 

 
Adjournment 

By consensus, meeting was adjourned at 8:42 PM. 
 
Submitted and recorded by: 
 
Maria Warnagiris 
Park and Recreation Director 


